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took thousands years hope and toil and self- 
denial evolve the home know it—the place love 
and culture—the center every true man’s and 
woman’s 


“One may wrong many different ways, but right 
only one; and the former easy, the latter difficult: 
easy miss the mark, but hard hit it.” 


REGIONAL CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 
The Eastern Regional Conference 


The “round tables” the Eastern Regional Con- 
ference the Child Welfare League America, held 
New York January and 1925, marked 
departure from usual conference procedure. the 
one time there were nine groups, ranging from eight 
more than thirty each, discussing nine distinctly 
different child welfare problems. 

the last page our January Bulletin there 
reported the findings the group which discussed 
adoptions. 

considering the difficulties finding free and 
boarding homes one “round agreed several 
details. Only small per cent the replies from news- 
paper advertisements place the agency touch with 
desirable homes. The most successful type adver- 
tising for homes provides description the home 
needed for the child under consideration. 

The best homes are secured through suggestions 
made women already homes children. 

Emphasis was placed the need for interviewing 
husband well wife before using boarding home. 

Home-finding for problem children may take long 
time; one case cited took two weeks home-finder’s 
time. Results from such carefully arranged adjust- 
ments for difficult cases have more than justified the 
expense involved. 

majority the agencies represented pay from 
per week board, the average. These organi- 
zations also provide clothing and medical care. 


definite conclusions were reached the discussion 
when place child institution and when 
use boarding home care, provided both types service 
are high standard. 

was pointed out that certain children suffered 
through group contacts because physical condition 
other causes, and that for such cases other provision 
should made. Unless really know our children 
are unable decide intelligently what sort 
facilities should used. 

When brothers and sisters are placed cannot 
assumed that admission institution means that 
they will not separated, frequently they see each 
other very little. Under such circumstances boarding 
home care would not result any greater isolation. 

keep child spiritually conscious his family 
ties was held more importance than merely 
placing him the same institution. 

Several superintendents institutions were the 
“round table” discussing “Personnel and Working 
Conditions Institutions.” They agreed that cottage 
mothers need minimum one day off duty each 
week and one month annual vacation, with pay. 
The minimum salary desired for cottage mothers 
was set $750 per year and maintenance. 

was emphasized that cottage mothers ought 
have special training before entering upon their work. 
The recruiting cottage mothers was recognized 
great problem. Superintendents “swapped” helpful 
suggestions this and other realms institutional 
administration. 

The group discussing protective work the com- 
munity decided that can seldom find the combination 
good police job and constructive social work out- 
side the courts. few organizations the Pacific 
Coast and the Juvenile Protective Associations else- 
where offer the only precedents now available. 

The ethics advertising concerned the “round 
financial problems. Three interesting and 
suggestive questions were raised: (1) Should inti- 
mate that our worst cases are typical all those 
(2) Should use pictures and stories chil- 
dren not under the care our organization? (3) 
Should say that all donation goes for food and 
clothing, should also picture administrative costs? 
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The use volunteers received the attention one 
group. All present agreed that some training trained 
supervision needed eliminating the emotional 
“Lady Bountiful” volunteer, often real menace 
the ones helped. 

One outstanding suggestion was made the leader, 
namely, that arranging the jobs the volunteer 
ascending scale, beginning with office work and 
errands and working visiting and real case work. 
This arrangement also makes possible use volun- 
teers different temperaments and inclinations 
fitting them into the phases the work which they 
may most effective. was also suggested that 
volunteers into Directors, thus making 
possible semi-trained group Directors. was 
urged that Directors should attend case conferences. 

One “round table” confined its discussions the 
activities group movements the field child wel- 
fare and the influence child welfare agencies such 
groups. 

The progressive policy adopted the American 
Legion received consideration, did the attitude 
the Kiwanians, Knight Templars, Elks, and Rotarians 
seeking the services national child welfare agencies. 

this group’s time was devoted the crippled 
child problem. The co-operation the International 
Society for Crippled Children, composed mostly 
Rotarians, with the Elks and others, has brought about 
unique situation New York State. securing 
the appointment temporary State Commission 
study the situation has been possible outline 
comprehensive program which includes the preparation 
legislation. the first time State 
has adequately approached this problem. 

seems that social workers can assist such groups 
showing how the socially crippled child deserves 
attention much the physically crippled child. 
was agreed that should avoid the use technical 
terms which are not acceptable persons who are not 
social workers. 

large group discussed the possible uses for case 
records deciding general principles treatment 
and prevention. 

Our organizations seem need someone reorganize 
and develop their record forms who can also furnish 
inspiration and guidance the staff the writing and 
use records and promote research work. 

Miss Georgia Ralph suggested that would 
concentrate few vital problems and let the workers 
see the value the particular study, they would 
inspired contribute their records because they 
would see the actual use them correcting abuse 
which they were directly interested. Miss Sophie 
Van Theis believes that view her recent study 


this true. She says that for research purposes the 
record had taken off special statistical form 
sheet, which had been built the basis the type 
problem studied. She thinks that the statistical 
card and the topical index should simplified much 
possible, making more outline. She hopes 
also perfect her record show more clearly 
record processes. The question costs workers 
for various types work and setting unit cost 
she also hopes develop. 

the dinner conference Mr. Cheney Jones de- 
scribed the financial needs the Child Welfare League 
America, and Mr. Prentice Murphy addressed 
the Conference the subject, “To What Extent 
Compromise Hurting Child Welfare Work?” 

For hour Saturday Mr. Murphy answered 
questions, defining his position more exactly. Then 
the audience divided itself into five “round tables” 
for the purpose discussing still greater detail the 
situation. 

The work the Child Welfare League America 
was reviewed Mr. Carstens the opening session 
the Conference. Space does not permit report 
the League’s several activities, nor enumeration the 
organizations, communities, states and foreign countries 
serves. 

Miss Grace Marcus and Mrs. Edith Baylor 
presented the respective viewpoints involved the 
relationship Child Guidance Clinics other child- 
caring agencies. 


The Middle West Regional Conference 


planning the program for the Middle West Re- 
gional Conference held Chicago February 5th and 
6th, Mr. Albert Stoneman, the Chairman, did not 
advise those who were asked lead the discussions 
that there was key-note. Therefore, all 
the more significant that one appeared during the first 
morning and was repeated with variations through the 
entire session. 

This spontaneous key-note was nothing more than 
the hoary admonition, “Know the Truth,” expressed 
variety terms. The accompanying corollary 
was, “Practice what you Preach.” seemed most 
hopeful that group agencies voluntarily coming 
together discuss their common problems should feel 
moved urge that must both know and the 
lofty principles which are glibly discussed year after 
year are not sounding brass and tinkling 
cymbals far influencing actual service children 
concerned. 

Instead subdividing into smaller groups Mr. 
Stoneman carried out his program the one general 
group plan. The registration was something over one 


hundred and fifty, but there was air informality 
which made the discussions very free and spontaneous. 
seemed, too, the larger number created greater 
interest. 

Miss Lundberg the Federal Children’s Bureau led 
the discussion illegitimacy which the Thursday 
morning session was given over. This meeting 
reported page this Bulletin. 

Thursday afternoon the topics assigned were 
particular interest institutions. The question 
when use institution and when family home, 
granting that each was equipped give good care, 
was left without any more definite solution than that 
stressing the necessity first knowing all the facts and 
then reaching decision based the special needs 
the child served. 

Miss Mason the Cleveland Children’s Bureau 
spoke intake, bringing out the advantages having 
joint investigation bureau the case work for the 
entire institutional group. Mr. Murphy pointed out 
certain disadvantages centralized plan and the 
advantage having the institution feel its own responsi- 
bility. 

Miss Barger, the Social Worker the staff the 
Glenwood Children’s Home located Youngstown, 
Ohio, discussed the principal details which should 
included well-planned institutional régime. 

Father McEvoy, the Milwaukee Bureau Chari- 
ties, stressed the importance exercising great care 
the dismissal from and the subsequent 
supervision children admission procedure. 

There was general discussion the subject 
personnel institutions and the need for persons better 
fitted for their responsibilities. 

the dinner meeting Thursday evening Mr. 
Prentice Murphy spoke principles family case 
work especially important for child-caring agencies. 
One cannot take notes when Mr. Murphy speaks for 
her mind led into far places where the small mechani- 
cal things life have place. Therefore, cannot 
report what was actually said. only know that 
came away from the dinner with the feeling that the 
mere motions our jobs are the false gods too many 
worship and that forget the human qualities 
and needs which are common both the dependent 
and the independent. 

Friday morning Mr. Murphy conducted the 
meeting along the lines case conference. Two 
cases were presented, one involving illegitimacy and the 
other divorced parents and their two children. Basing 
the discussion concrete data and following through 
the treatment given the agency dealing with 
the cases, made this session one unusual interest. 

last afternoon was given over consideration 
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the problems incident the supervision 
children and reasonable case load per visitor. Mr. 
Leon Frost the Detroit Children’s Aid Society 
served Chairman this session, which was exceed- 
ingly practical and included much interest both 
the rural and the city agency. 

the close the first afternoon attractive, intelli- 
gent young woman came and said she had listened 
what had been said throughout the day and that her 
interest was perhaps quite different than that the 
majority those attendance. Then she added, 
little any you know about what dependent 
child endures. You see was ward one the 
agencies represented here today from the time was 
two years old. not feel bitter toward the society 
—it undoubtedly tried its best. But when come 
these meetings live all experiences over again 
and cannot help but think the great gap that exists 
between the things that child-caring agencies talk about 
and the actual experiences the children for whom they 
care. not think shall ever come another meet- 
ing this kind. cannot stand it, for too many 
incidents which have tried forget are brought 
vividly mind.” 

seemed these brief comments person 
who had actually been through the mill contained much 
food for thought. 

executive Ohio agency remarked that 
seemed her the meetings were largely given over 
criticizing social workers. Since the workers them- 
selves were launching the attacks, seemed 
critical attitude was much more wholesome than 
complacent, rocking-chair type thinking which some- 
times creeps into conferences. 

Dealing with human beings serious business and 
because have developed few principles guide 
have right assume that know the whole 
job. Only casting our accounts and frankly 
admitting our failures can make them serve 
that shall not continue make the same mistakes 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE ARRANGEMENTS 


Joint meetings the Child Welfare League 
America and the National Children’s Home and Wel- 
fare Association, connection with the National Con- 
ference Social Work Denver, will held June 
10, and 12, 1925, the Albany Hotel. 

Arrangements have been made with this hotel 
take care reservations which mention that they are 
connection with our section the Conference. They 
will given some preference but should early. 

There are practically single rooms had 


t 
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this other hotels, but the rates for rooms offered are 
very favorable, and these rooms are equipped with 
single twin beds. Following are the rates: 


Without people $3.50 $4.00 and $5.00 
6.00 8.00 


people 
people 

With bath— people 5.00 7.00 and 8.00 
people 9.00 10.00 12.00 


people 12.00 14.00 16.00 


Reservations should made direct Mr. Frank 
Dutton, Manager, Albany Hotel, Denver, Colorado, 
and the person writing should mention that his 
her intention attend the joint meetings the Child 
Welfare League America and the National Children’s 
Home and Welfare Association. 


“AMATEUR NIGHT” 
CHILDREN 

studying fifty children who had performed 
vaudeville, burlesque, motion picture theatres, Cin- 
cinnati’s Juvenile Protective Association has uncovered 
rather rotten situation. 

Many these children were regularly exploited 
undesirable characters who called themselves booking 
agents. They disregarded moral and physical hazards 
handling the children and some cases transported 
groups across state borders. 

Communities without proper safeguard against this 
sort exploitation may properly thank Cincinnati for 
the precedent has established. Copies the report 
this study are being mailed members the 
League with this Bulletin. 


THE CHILDREN NOT ACCEPT 

When application for admission institution 
received and decided that, for various reasons, 
child shall not accepted, what responsibility should 
the institution assume for referring the case some 
other agency and seeing that actually reaches the 
proper destination? institution justified closing 
its door and forgetting that the request came? 

believe would considerable interest the 
child-caring agencies throughout the country some 
record were kept cases applying for admission which 
are not accepted but which are steered the institu- 
tion other agencies able give the particular kind 
service needed. Yearly reports could quite properly 
amplify the customary item number applications 
refused, listing the various kinds assistance given 
such cases. 

All children who come our doors should not 
received. But the fact that someone thinks they need 


institutional care social symptom, and not 
enough merely refuse admission are properly 
concerned with the welfare the child and the com- 
munity whole. 


REPORT SPECIAL CLASSES OHIO 

The Ohio Institute Columbus, Ohio, has recently 
issued report special classes for mentally deficient 
children Ohio which contains much interest 
those dealing with the problem feeble-mindedness. 

Forty school districts Ohio maintained special 
classes during the school year 1923-24. The total 
enrolment these classes was 4957. 278 teachers 
were employed. The comment made that probably 
twice many children compulsory school age the 
State should special classes. 

There general agreement the proper stan- 
dards admission such classes. Much diversity 
found the tests applied and the qualifications 
those applying the tests. 

Cleveland the only place where social service and 
supervision mentally deficient children outside 
school has been definitely developed. 

The cost special classes generally greater than 
those for normal children, being sometimes more 
than twice expensive. 

There supervision special classes the 
State Department Education and yet attempt 
the direction standardization has been made. 

The preparation the report was undertaken the 
Ohio Institute with the hope that the presentation 
definite data would give impetus the development 


State-wide policy concerning standards for special 
schools. 


NEWS SERVICE FOR INSTITUTIONS 

the tenth each month our Department In- 
stitutional Care Children will publish news service 
deal with the problems which today confront children’s 
institutions. Attention will given the social 
well the child-care interests those who are 
responsible for institutional policies. 

This extension the League’s services follows the 
completion the nation-wide study Protestant 
Church children’s institutions. The study required 
the full-time services member our staff through- 
out the year 1924. 

Over four hundred Protestant Church child-caring 
organizations, large number church officials and 
several church periodicals will receive the “Informa- 
tion Exchange” monthly. The Child Welfare League 
America also position offer this church 
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constituency certain amount free consultation 
service. Co-operating with the Federal Council 
Churches and with both national and local represent- 
atives the churches, the staff the League will 
seek all can improve standards child 
care. Our members throughout the United States 
can much assist the churches and the League’s 
staff finding where the opportunities for service are 
greatest. 

Requests for consultation service are already file. 
two cases these requests reflect state-wide desire, 
the part several denominations, improve the 
standards church child care. 


The various publications from which quotations are 
made are generally file the League’s office and 
may procured for fuller study. 


AFTER-CARE 


the program for Catholic Child-Caring Homes, 
which the main the report the Committee 
Standards the National Conference Catholic 
Charities, there one section After-Care which 
applies equally institutions and child-placing agencies. 

While contains nothing that essentially new, 
well worth while because stresses the necessity for 
supervisory service. 


Children should not discharged 
from Homes, where they have been watched over and 
carefully trained, until the family conditions into which 
they are enter have been thoroughly investigated 
and found fit for them. Every child-caring home owes 
the children see that their future not blighted 
indiscriminate discharges. Where family conditions 
have been such warrant the separation children 
from their family, they should not returned until 
morully certain that they will well cared for. 

even greater duty owed those children who 
should not turned loose people who come the 
door the Home asking for child. Very often such 
applicants have little regard for the child’s future and 
are thinking only the service they can exact. Their 
fitness ought first ascertained thorough investi- 
gation their home and their references. 

does the task end the day discharge. 
Every conscientious superintendent should see 
that supervision and visitation discharged children, 
even when discharged their parents, kept for 
period from two three years, until the child 
well established its new home. Only too often 
have boys and girls been released uncles and aunts 
who tired them within few months and then sent 
them adrift fall into the dangers which beset the 
way the unguarded. The lack proper after-care 
years gone was responsible for most the sad 
occurrences which have helped give false impression 
the value institutional care. 


“The supervision given should not mere per- 
functory visit letter, but should thoroughgoing. 
should include assistance secure work and board- 
ing places and the provision medical service when 
needed. Careful records all work should kept. 

“The resources, location and size each Home will 
determine what means are used for this after-care 
work, well for the investigation admissions and 
for foster home placements. When there are several 
Catholic Homes district, may found convenient 
have one central after-care agency investigate 
homes children before they are released, and super- 
vise these homes for least three years. Where possi- 
ble, this work should the hands special workers 
entrusted charitable society. Failing this the 
authorities the child-caring home should get 
touch with priests and responsible people nearby 
cities which the children after discharge and 
request them take interest the children and 
keep the Home informed their progress.” 


CHILD WELFARE NEWS 


the 1924 report the Children’s Aid Society 
Winnipeg the statement made that per cent the 
applications for children received were acted upon 
favorably. The same report also carries the item: 
medical inspection all children the Shelter 
was started June last and our thanks are due the 
members the Winnipeg Medical Society for the 
Study the Diseases Children and also the medi- 
cal staff the Children’s Hospital for kindly arrang- 
ing and carrying this out.” 

The North Carolina State Board Charities and 
Public Welfare has just issued special bulletin the 
Care Dependent Children Institutions. The vari- 
ous elements which enter into institutional service are 
discussed briefly and effort made set reason- 
able minimums. The bulletin the most recent pub- 
lication dealing with standards care children’s 
homes and should prove helpful groups outside 
North Carolina well those within the State who 
are engaged institutional service. 


the annual report the Children’s Court 
Spartanburg County, C., the following interesting 
paragraph detention appears: 


really fortunate not having 
institutional detention home the old-fashioned 
variety. Children detained the court have, where 
possible, been boarded good private homes, 
rate from $3.50 $5.00 week, and children who 
have homes their own have never been removed from 
them unless seemed absolutely necessary. This 
much less expensive method care than detention 
home building and seems have better results the 
individual child. The whole expense detention care 
this year has been less than $200—a marked contrast 
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the thousands dollars spent cities which have 
detention building with overhead expenses. are 
asking for appropriation sufficient extend our 
boarding home plan far needs extended.” 


The Jewish Program Social Justice adopted 
recent convention the Union Hebrew Congre- 
gations contains three articles concerned specifically 
with the welfare children. 

“Abolition child labor and raising the standard 
age wherever the legal age limit lower than con- 
sistent with moral and physical health.” 

“The preservation and integrity the home 
system mothers’ pensions.” 

“Constructive care dependents, defectives and 
criminals, with the aim restoring them normal 
life possible.” 


The New York City Board Child Welfare 1923 
cared for 23,108 children and 8,440 widows their own 
homes cost $4,517,106.42. against this, the 
city paid the sum $4,032,700.48 provide for 
13,690 children institutions. cost New York 
$28.40 month care for child institution and 
little over $15.00 care for child its own mother’s 
home. 


Although the editors the New York World oppose 
the Child Labor Amendment with the States Rights 
the column that paper conducted Hey- 
wood Broun rises revolt with the following: 


were child working twelve hours day 
factory and somebody showed Nicholas Murray 
Butler’s announcement that the defeat the Amend- 
ment was triumph for the youth America, don’t 
know whether burst out laughing just 
crying.” 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE UNADJUSTED ScHOOL CHILD, 
Dr. John Morgan, Director the Psychological 
the State University Iowa, published 
the Macmillan Co., 1924, one the latest 
publications dealing with the child who different. 
The book written simple language and thus 
appeals especially the lay reader who interested 
child psychology but who becomes discouraged 
has wade through maze technical 
terms his efforts find out why children are 
unadjusted and how their minds really function. 


The author has apparently had mind making the 
book particularly useful teachers, and the end 
each chapter there brief summary under the heading 
practical hints for teachers. 

The statement made that many mental peculiari- 
ties which are classed abnormalities are psychologi- 
cally nothing but bad habits. habits are learned 
youth, often while the child under the supervision 
teachers, argued that teachers may blame 


for many mental abnormalities. The same charge can 
made against parents and others responsible for the 
care children. 

the end one chapter these two hints are given: 
not deceived into forgetting the quiet, good 
child. may most need your considerate 
attention.” you cannot get the child’s con- 
fidence, simply and naturally, try find someone who 
can. inflate your ego with the notion 
that you can get every child’s confidence yourself.” 
These two points seem particularly worth while 
those who are working with institutional children. 

The last section the book given over discussion 
mental hygiene program which simply written 
but which contains much that value for the person 
without scientific approach the problem mental 
abnormality. 

The the Unadjusted School un- 
doubtedly points out many the reasons why Mary 
and Johnny are different, and thus makes possible 
for the unscientific person have more “under- 
standing his contact with children. 


Schweinitz; Houghton Mifflin Company, 1924. 
For the lay person beginning practitioner case 
work this book suggests stimulating introduction 
the field. Mr. Schweinitz describes some 
the common processes used every worker 
non-technical terms and style which vivid 
and interesting. Excerpts from case stories are 
used liberally illustrate principles, and order 
lend additional dramatization the incidents, 
dialogue (which spots tends sound little 
artificial) employed the vehicle narration. 
Emphasis thrown upon the understanding and 
treatment personality, and therefore the out- 
sider accustomed regarding case work primarily 
the administration some form material 
relief the book must give permanent insight into 
its more fundamental purposes and methods. 


professional case workers the book has interest 
writing. does for case work what Hygeia does for 
medicine—makes intelligible terms which anyone 
can understand some the discoveries method 
which are generally set forth only the technical 
jargon the workers themselves. does not set out 
exhaustive scientific treatise the subject 
and certainly does not achieve that end, but 
example interpretation non-technical level 
merits emulation. good book give board 
members, volunteers, interested contributors, others 
whose quickened sympathies for the intangible ends 
case work will help further its cause. 
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Stern. Published Henry Holt and Company, 
1924. 


father and mother have collaborated writing 
scientific volume the psychology small cuildren, 
using their own day day observations their own 
two daughters and son and supplementing this with 
similar concrete material recorded two other families 
scientific bent. The first edition “The Psychology 
Early Childhood” appeared 1914. Its third 
edition has been brought out recently after careful 
revision and considerable rewriting. 

The point view the author thus expressed: 
the older school had referred the beginning 
the child’s psychic life the reception sense- 
impressions and the union sensations and their 
effects into perceptual forms (due association- 
mechanism). The present book had already opposed 
this view the theory ‘personality’, e., the convic- 
tion that the independent unity personal life the 
starting-point and continuous cause all psychic 
the book not argumentative nor 
devoted proving thesis. Rather are the various 
chronological developments children motion, 
speech, play, memory, creative activity, thought 
formation, emotion, etc., discussed rather simply from 
this general point view. 

result this method applied actual recorded 
observations made often day day for all the early 
years the children’s lives the whole volume in- 
tensely concrete. gives the impression most 
sympathetic understanding the early lives children, 
and the deductions made seem practical. Writing 
methods accumulating material for the study 
child psychology observation children, these 
practical considerations are brought out: “The first 
place must, course, given the direct observation 
children such persons who live with them 
constant relationship confidence and familiarity. 
And because one these first six years nearly 
much with the child, sharing its smallest joys and 
sorrows, the mother, she who seems destined, 
above all others, this service for child-psychology. 
true, scientific training needed for such task, 
and, moreover, but few mothers will ever find possi- 
ble unite the objective turn thought and interest 
required for investigation with the necessarily sub- 
jective mother-love and tenderness.” For the pro- 
fessional psychologist writes this warning: “If the 
psychologist does not stand the child the position 
relative trusted teacher, but approaches him 
merely strange observer, that inner understand- 
ing which essential condition the study 
young children may entirely wanting. Without this 


Have you read all the League’s publica- 
tions? can supply the following such 
numbers are desired: 


No. 6.—The Need for Psychological 
Interpretation the Placement Depen- 
dent Children, Jessie Taft, Ph.D. 

Price, Fifteen Cents 


No. 7.—What Dependent Children 
Need. Edited Williams. 


Price, Twenty-five Cents 


No. 9.—Condensed Report Sur- 
vey Juvenile Delinquency Rochester, 
New York, Henry Thurston. 

Price, Fifty Cents 


No. 11.—The Problem the Un- 
married Mother and Her Child, Ruth 
Workum. 

Price, Fifteen Cents 

Georgia Ralph. 
Price, Thirty Cents 
Twenty-five more copies, Twenty-five Cents each 


atmosphere between the two not only will the child 
behave differently than would under normal condi- 
tions, but the investigator will find impossible 
understand rightly and appraise its true value the 
real meaning and intention the child’s movements 
and utterances.” 

Illustrative quotations great charm and insight 
could gathered from the various chapters, but the 
above indicate the approach and temper the writer. 
meaning early and, often, misunderstood years. 


ENCLOSURES 


(Sent Members League only) 
The enclosures for this month are follows: 

“Information Exchange,” new periodical, 
published monthly our Department Institu- 
tional Care. description this publication ap- 
pears elsewhere the Bulletin. 

Study Cincinnati’s ‘Amateur Night’ Chil- 
dren,” the Juvenile Protective Association 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

“Standards Work for Child-Caring Institutions, 
Day Nurseries and Placing-out Societies,” pub- 
lished the Council Social Agencies the 
Welfare Federation Philadelphia, Pa. 


NEW DIRECTORY 
new Directory Members the League has 
just been published. One copy has been sent each 
member the League free charge. Additional 
copies may obtained for twenty-five cents each. 
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INTER-CITY CONFERENCE ILLEGITIMACY 
BULLETIN 


President: Miss Boston. 
Vice-President: ALBERT Lansing, Mich. 
Secretary and Treasurer: Mrs. New. York. 


ILLEGITIMACY CONFERENCE CHICAGO 

the Conference held connection 
with the Middle Western Regional Child Welfare Con- 
ference Chicago February 5th and 6th, Miss 
Emma Lundberg the Children’s Bureau, Washington, 
outlined recent tendencies the legislation various 
states toward safeguarding adoptions, especially the 
adoptions illegitimate children. 

Mrs. Lyman the Juvenile Court, Chicago, spoke 
the need for case work the Court, both before 
and after the hearing. 

Miss Louise Drury, Juvenile Protective Association, 
Milwaukee, discussed maternity homes and mothers 
nursing their own babies and supervision foster 
homes part community program. 

Mr. Albert Stoneman, speaking from the stand- 
point Children’s Aid Society, stressed the need 
acting case work basis, and excluding from adoption 
children whose examination, physical and mental, and 
the facts whose heredity and family history indicated 
the wisdom other plans. also urged the value 
case work consideration foster homes both before and 
after placement the child. 


NEWS FROM LOCAL CONFERENCES 

St. MOTHERS AND 

The new Department Mothers and Babies hopes 
establish friendly contact with the pregnant un- 
married girl and, behalf the coming child, assist 
her the following ways: 

make sufficient investigation able refer 
her the Maternity Home the hospital best suited 
her needs. 

not resident St. Louis, arrange for her 
return the Maternity Home least see that 
the financial burden borne her relatives her 
community. 

aid her own family readjustments that 
she may remain her own home with relatives when 
advisable. 

place her private boarding home or, 
the early stages pregnancy, wage home where 
she may assist with the work. 

arrange for proper medical care before, during 
and after confinement. 

secure legal advice and help establishing 
paternity and securing support for the child. 

every possible case keep the mother and 
child together assisting the mother find work 
where she may have her baby with her, boarding 
home where she may have the baby cared for during 
the day, the mother work out and return night; 
make such other plan seems best for the mother, 
the child and the community. 

assist her social adjustments and introduce 
the girl agencies offering proper recreational facilities. 
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exceptional cases training may given 
increase the mother’s earning power, develop her 
character and add her value the industrial world. 

B.—On the basis ten new cases illegitimacy 
per month, the Children’s Aid Society prepared 
handle colored cases the extent 20% the total 
two per month. The colored population about 
10% the city’s population. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 


Ida Parker, Associate Director, 
Research Bureau Social Case Work, Boston, 
1925. 


This study, just off the press, supplements earlier 
one Mrs. Sheffield wherein she traced 550 appli- 
cations from their first reception agencies 
their distribution among 54. 

Miss Parker’s follow-up study confirms the earlier 
one concluding that the applications, representative 
they are unmarried mothers and their babies, are 
itinerant group, now known this agency and now 
that. 

More disquieting still her statement that only 
29.5% the mothers and 35.1% the babies were 
under any known agency supervision the end the 
period. The others had “flowed into, through and 
beyond agency period months’ time. 

The conclusions reached were: 

That conclusive evidence lacking how well 
what extent the needs these mothers and 
children have been met, and this city highly 
organized and with co-operative relations exist 
anywhere the country. 

That while large proportion these cases pass 
ultimately out agency supervision and control those 
who are cared for are widely distributed among 
various types agencies. 

That this condition due, among other reasons, 
(a) defects present inter-agency procedure 
handling applications; (b) inadequate equipment 
the agencies maintain follow-up service for those 
cases that would accept such supervision; (c) the 
inadequacy the Massachusetts law relation 
adoption well lack authority the part 
any state agency supervise the unmarried mother 
and her child. 

The report concludes with three specific and con- 
structive recommendations: 

That the agencies redefine their functions and 
work out more acceptable plan regards their joint 
responsibility for these cases. 

That change the law considered looking 
state supervision similar that now effect 
Minnesota, Oregon and North Dakota. 

Provision for investigation all petitions for 
adoption brought before the court. 


MEMBERSHIP DUES 
(Inter-City Conference 
Individual dues, $1.00; Group dues, $5.00, payable 
the Treasurer, Broadway, New York. 
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